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Painting in The ‘Sip: MSH Celebrates 
2025 Employees of the Year

Mississippi State Hospital recognized its 
2025 Employees of the Year during the 
annual Employee Recognition Event held 
Thursday, April 23, in the Public Relations 
Conference Center.

This year’s event featured the theme 
“Painting in The ’Sip,” giving honorees 
and guests an opportunity to celebrate 
the creativity and dedication of MSH 
employees. Kelli Ponder Reynolds of 
Mendenhall, owner and operator of Art 
with Kiki, kicked off the event by leading 

the 2025 Employees of the Month in a 
painting class. Each honoree painted and 
textured the state of Mississippi using the 
colors of their choice.

The MSH Art Department, including 
Ceci Whitehurst, Ricky Shelby, and Betty 
Thompson, led a group art project in which 
each Employee of the Month and all guests 
participated. The finished product will be 
displayed on campus.

The program opened with a welcome 

from Amy Walker, President of Friends of 
Mississippi State Hospital, Inc. and Melvin 
Collins, Chaplain with MSH Pastoral Care, 
gave the invocation. MSH Director James 
G. “Bo” Chastain, FACHE, offered remarks 
and introduced guests. The Employee 
Recognition Committee, which votes each 
month on Employees of the Month, was 
recognized. Committee members include 
Chiquita Boyd, Stacey Davis, Robert Dixon, 
Michelle Jackson, Mary Moore, Johnnie 
Clark, Marie Bingham, Kina Woods, and 
Michael Robinson.
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Attendees also enjoyed Art Trivia led by 
Carolyn Trigg, Friends of MSH, Inc. Board 
Member, along with a meal provided by 
Cura Hospitality. Chastain, Walker, and 
MSH Human Resources Director Bo Blanks 
recognized each of the 2025 Employees of 
the Month before the program concluded 
with the announcement of the 2025 
Employees of the Year.

“We spend the largest amount of our time 
each week at work, and that being the 
case there are few things better in life than 
coming to work and having great people to 
work with,” Chastain said. “That’s who our 
Employees of the Month are, and we are so 
thankful to be able to celebrate them today.”
Wendy Bailey, Executive Director of 
the Mississippi Department of Mental 
Health, also praised the honorees for their 
dedication to the people served by MSH.

“We are so proud and honored that these 
employees work for Mississippi State 
Hospital,” Bailey said. “They pour their 
heart and their soul into taking care of the 
patients and residents they serve, and they 
help us fulfill our mission each and every 
day. So this is a small way to honor them 
for their dedication day in and day out. 
We could not be Mississippi State Hospital 
without them.”
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The 2025 Employees of the Year are 
Maurice Woods for Direct Care, Rena 
Rideout for Clinical Service, and Teresa 
Wilson for Support Services.

Woods, a resident of Jackson, serves as 
a Support Care Professional III in IPS, 
Building 45, B-Shift. He was named 
the March Employee of the Month 
for Direct Care. Woods said he enjoys 
working at MSH because of his co-
workers.

Johnny Flowers, who nominated 

Woods, described him as a remarkable 
employee who reflects the core 
standards and values  of a MSH 
employee.

“He is the caliber of employee MSH 
strives to recruit and maintain,” Flowers 
said. “He is the epitome of always 
striving to ensure staff participation is 
carried out in a caring and supportive 
manner with all the patients. He is 
consciously aware at all times of how 
he engages with patients. He treats 
everyone with dignity and respect.”

Rideout, who serves as Social Work 
Supervisor in Social Services, Building 75, 
A-Shift, was named the May Employee of 
the Month for Clinical Service. Originally 
from Columbia and now a resident of 
Jackson, Rideout attended East Marion 
High School and earned a Bachelor of 
Social Work from Jackson State University 
and a Master of Social Work from the 
University of Southern Mississippi.

Rideout said one of her favorite quotes is 

“practice what you preach,” adding that her 
parents taught her to treat others with the 
same kindness and respect she would want 
for herself.
Deena Mullins, who nominated Rideout, 
said Rideout consistently goes beyond her 
duties to care for the residents she serves.

“She has the kindest spirit towards the 
residents that she serves,” Mullins said. 
“She has gone beyond her duties to make 
sure that their needs are addressed.”

Rideout said receiving the honor was 
meaningful after 40 years of service.

“I am so excited to be Employee of the 
Year for 2025,” Rideout said. “I am elated 
and overwhelmed. I love what I do, I’ve 
been here for 40 years and I love it. I really 
enjoyed the program and the artwork. 
It was really exciting. I’ve never done 
artwork before, but I’m really proud of my 
Mississippi map.”

Maurice Woods, Direct Care Employee of the Year

(L-R): James G. “Bo” Chastain, Director of MSH, Rena Rideout, Clinical Service Employee of the Year, Wendy Bailey, Executive Director of DMH, Amy Walker, President 
of Friends of MSH, Inc., Jake Hutchins, Deputy Executive Director of Behavior Health Services at DMH.
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Wilson, a resident of Crystal Springs, 
serves as a Records Specialist in Jaquith 
Nursing Home, Building 31, A-Shift. She 
was named the September Employee of the 
Month for Support Services.

In her nomination, Wilson was recognized 
for her dependability, organization, and 

positive attitude toward coworkers.

“She is here to help whenever you need it,” 
her nomination stated. “She keeps our work 
area running efficiently and always knows 
where to find whatever we are having 
problems locating. She is very organized 
and has a great attitude toward coworkers.”

Wilson said she was surprised to be named 
Employee of the Year.

“I was surprised. I was shocked,” Wilson 
said. “I love doing what I’m doing. It’s my 
first Employee of the Year event, and I 
really enjoyed it.”

(L-R): James G. “Bo” Chastain, Director of MSH, Teresa Wilson, Support Services Employee of the Year, Wendy Bailey, Executive Director of DMH, Amy Walker, Presi-
dent of Friends of MSH, Inc., Jake Hutchins, Deputy Executive Director of Behavior Health Services at DMH.
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Friends of MSH, Inc. Board Member Dee 
Payne said the event was a meaningful way 
to recognize employees who give their time 
and effort to improve the lives of patients 
and residents.

“I love coming because I think we need 
to recognize the employees that do such a 
great job and give their time and effort to 
make the lives of the patients and residents 
here better,” Payne said. “It was a lot of fun, 
and I learned a lot of things about artists in 
Mississippi. That was great fun playing the 
trivia game.”

Carolyn Trigg also praised the event and the 
work that went into making the day special.

“Today was an excellent event recognizing 
the employees,” Trigg said. “This is my 
second time coming, and every year I am 
not disappointed. Great job, Mississippi 
State Hospital support team!”

The event was coordinated by the Public 
Relations team, led by Director Julie 
Cox, and Director of Volunteer Services 
Sheila Shows, with support from staff and 
volunteers who helped make the recognition 
program a success. The celebration served 
as an opportunity to thank the Employees 
of the Month and Employees of the Year 
for their service, professionalism, and 
commitment to the mission of Mississippi 
State Hospital.
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