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A New Era: MSH Dedicates Renovated 
Maximum Security Forensic Services Unit

By: Kevin Walker

On Thursday, April 17, 2025, Mississippi 
State Hospital (MSH) marked a 
transformative milestone in the field of 
forensic mental health with the ribbon 
cutting and dedication of its newly 
renovated Maximum Security Forensic 
Services Unit. The celebration brought 
together more than 300 guests, including 
elected officials, agency leaders, healthcare 
professionals, members of the judiciary, 
and law enforcement representatives, 
underscoring the importance of this 
advancement not just for MSH, but for the 
entire state.

The new 81-bed, state-of-the-art facility 
represents a significant leap forward in 

Mississippi’s ability to provide secure, 
high-quality mental health services for 
individuals involved in the criminal 
justice system. Designed to serve all 82 
counties, the upgraded unit strengthens 
the hospital’s mission of delivering care 
that is both compassionate and consistent 
with public safety needs.

In his address, Director Bo Chastain 
highlighted the significance of the project 
not only as a physical renovation but as a 
symbol of the hospital’s deep commitment 
to the people of Mississippi: “This new 
unit is more than a building – it’s a 
commitment to the state of Mississippi.”

The dedication ceremony featured 
remarks from several distinguished 
leaders, including:

	 •	 James G. “Bo” Chastain, Director,
		  Mississippi State Hospital

	 •	 Melvin Collins, Chaplain, 
		  Mississippi State Hospital

	 •	 Courtney Phillips, Chairman, 
		  Mississippi Board of Mental Health

	 •	 Lieutenant Governor 
		  Delbert Hosemann

	 •	 Wendy Bailey, Executive Director, 
		  Mississippi Department of Mental Health

	 •	 Dr. Tom Recore, Medical Director, 
		  Mississippi Department of Mental Health
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Wendy Bailey, Executive Director of 
the Mississippi Department of Mental 
Health, echoed that sentiment: “This 
facility represents more than just walls, 
medical equipment, and incredible staff 
– it symbolizes a bridge between mental 
health care and the legal system, ensuring 
Mississippians receive the treatment they 
need while also maintaining public safety.”

Lieutenant Governor Delbert Hosemann 
added: “I look forward to seeing the 
continued impact of the great work being 
done at Mississippi State Hospital through 
this new facility.”

THE RENOVATED UNIT 
INCLUDES A RANGE OF 
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGICAL 
FEATURES, INCLUDING:
	 •	 Integrated video monitoring 
		  systems
	 •	 Centralized control systems 
		  for enhanced security
	 •	 Artificial intelligence integration 
		  for predictive safety alerts
	 •	 Upgraded flood mitigation and 
		  environmental safety protocols

These improvements are designed to create 
a secure and therapeutic environment that 
prioritizes the safety of patients and staff 
while supporting the complex needs of 
forensic mental health treatment.

The event drew participation from across 
the state, with attendees including members 

of the Mississippi Board of Mental 
Health, leaders from the Department of 
Mental Health, MSH clinical leadership, 
state legislators, county judges, sheriffs, 
contractors, and community partners – a 
powerful reflection of the collaborative 
spirit that brought the project to life.

Following the ceremony, guests were 
invited to tour the newly completed facility 
and enjoy a reception honoring the years 
of planning, dedication, and teamwork 

required to bring the project to fruition.

The opening of the renovated Maximum 
Security Forensic Services Unit is more 
than a capital improvement, it is a 
landmark achievement in Mississippi’s 
ongoing effort to provide integrated, 
effective, and secure mental health care 
services. As the state looks to the future, 
this facility will serve as a cornerstone in 
fulfilling its dual mission of public safety 
and restorative care.
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NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental 
Illness, designated May as Mental Health 
Awareness Month. Since 1949, Mental 
Health Awareness Month has been a 
driving force in addressing the challenges 
faced by millions of Americans living 
with mental health conditions. The 
2025 theme was: “In Every Story, There’s 
Strength.” Mental health journeys are 
unique, but the strength found within 
them is universal. “In Every Story, There’s 
Strength,” highlights the resilience and 
diverse experiences that shape mental 
health journeys within our community. 
NAMI’s campaign celebrates the power 
of storytelling to fuel connection, 
understanding, and hope for those 
navigating their own mental health path. 
Each story shared is a testament to the 
possibility of recovery and the strength 
that lies within us all.

May Was Mental Health Month

May Was 
Designated 
As Mental 
Health 
Month

National Hospital Week is a time to 
celebrate the heart and soul of hospitals—
the dedicated professionals who support 
the health and well-being of patients here 
at MSH every day. Throughout this special 
week, we reflected on the critical role of 
MSH in our state. Commitment to high-
quality patient care transforms lives and 
makes healthcare miracles an everyday 
reality.

National Nursing Home Week celebrates 
skilled nursing centers and their residents 
and staff. Established as an annual, week-
long observance by the American Health 
Care Association (AHCA) in 1967, 
National Nursing Home Week honors 
the essential role of skilled nursing care 
centers in caring for America’s elders and 
individuals with disabilities.

Mississippi State Hospital celebrated 

National Nursing Home Week with two 
special events designed to uplift and engage 
residents and staff. First, an Old Time 
Revival was held in the chapel, bringing a 
spirit of hope and encouragement. Tyrone 
Crawford set the tone with heartfelt music 
on the piano and keyboard, while Melvin 
Collins, MSH Lead Chaplain, delivered 
an inspiring message. “It’s not about what 
you go through, but who goes through it 
with you,” Collins shared. “Jesus is with 
you.” Patients and employees alike joined 
in, leading songs, reading Scripture, and 
reciting poems, creating a powerful and 
participatory worship experience. Denesha 
Evans added a special touch to the event 
by creating a fan and bookmark to give to 
each person in attendance. The celebration 
continued the next day with a Dance Party 
held in Friends Park. These events served 
as a reminder of the importance of joy, 
connection, and community in the lives of 
our nursing home residents.

Mississippi State Hospital Celebrated
National Hospital Week & National 
Nursing Home Week: May 11-17
By: Kevin Walker
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Nurses Appreciation Lunch

In celebration of Nurses Appreciation 
Week, the Mississippi State Hospital 
Nursing Department hosted a festive 
appreciation lunch in Building 71 to 
honor the incredible work of nurses 
across the MSH campus. Nurses were 
invited to take a well-deserved break, 
enjoy a delicious lunch—either to-go 
or dine-in—and spend time together 
in a cheerful, relaxed atmosphere. The 
event featured colorful decorations, 
upbeat music, games, door prizes, and 
plenty of smiles. “Our nurses are the 
heart of MSH,” said Angela Howell, 
Nurse Executive. “We want to take 
a moment to thank nurses for the 
incredible dedication, compassion, 
and resilience you bring to your work 
every day. Your commitment and your 
unwavering support for those in need 
highly impact the care we provide 
and makes a lasting difference. 
We are honored to work alongside 
professionals like you.” A big thank-
you goes to those who organized the 
event for creating such a meaningful 
and enjoyable celebration.

By: Kevin Walker
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Female Receiving Staff Hosts 
Mental Health Awareness 
Fun Day For Patients

Building 201, Ward 2 (Female Receiving) 
recently hosted a lively and heartwarming 
Mental Health Awareness Fun Day for 
patients, celebrating both the spirit of 
recovery and the teamwork of its dedicated 
staff. The event featured a delicious lunch, 
including hot dogs, chicken, grilled corn 
on the cob, baked beans, potato salad, green 
salad, cupcakes, cookies, and “brookies” – 
a special treat baked by Heather Watkins, 
Social Services Team Lead. It was a true 
team effort, with Nurses, Social Workers, 
staff from Behavioral Health, Recreation, 
Medical Records, MHTs, and others, 
working together to make the day a 
success. Fun and games were also a big 
part of the celebration, including bingo, 

hula hoop, Tic Tac Toe, Jenga, Chess, 
Connect 4 and other activities with 
prizes for patient participation. The event 
underscored the unity of the staff, with 
t-shirts designed by Elena Phillips, Social 
Services, helping to visually tie the team 
together. Organized by Samquinnetta 
Hartzog, Heather Watkins, and the entire 
Ward 2 staff, the event highlighted the 
strong and supportive atmosphere that 
has been carefully cultivated on the 
ward. Their collective effort reflects a 
shared commitment to patient care and 
the importance of celebrating progress 
together.

By: Kevin Walker

Mental Health Awareness Fun Day
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MSH April Employees of Month

Joyce Lonie has been named Mississippi 
State Hospital’s April Employee of the 
Month for Direct Care.

Growing up in Florence, and attending 
McLaurin High School followed by Hinds 
Community College, Lonie is now a 
resident of Pearl. Her favorite quote comes 
from Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” 
Lonie serves as Support Care Professional 
Team Lead in IPS.

“A constant smile, a kind gesture, an 
encouraging word and faithful attendance. 
That sums up Joyce!” says Mike Shaw, who 
nominated Lonie. “Mrs. Lonie exemplifies 
a remarkable drive and passion for 
comforting the patients on her unit,” says 
Clarence Williams who also nominated 
Lonie.

Dominique Sutton has been named 
Mississippi State Hospital’s April Employee 
of the Month for Clinical Service.

Sutton resides in Byram and received her 
Associates degree from Pensacola College, 
her Bachelors from Delta State University, 
and her Masters from Jackson State 
University. Sutton serves as Therapeutic 
Therapist III in Therapeutic Recreation 
Services.

“[Sutton] is that person that everyone 
needs on their team. She epitomizes a 
spirit of excellence in everything that she 
does,” says Jestyne McGee who nominated 
Sutton.

Sandra Lofton has been named Mississippi 
State Hospital’s April Employee of the 
Month for Support Services.

Lofton serves Cosmetologist in Rehab 
Beauty/Barber. Her nomination was 
earned due to her “unwavering reliability 
and compassion. She consistently exceeds 
expectations, providing extraordinary 
support to patients and colleagues alike, 
all while maintaining a cheerful attitude 
and willingness to lend a hand,” says Lana 
Aikens who nominated Lofton.

DIRECT CARE
Joyce Lonie
Building 201/2, B-Shift

CLINICAL SERVICE
Dominique Sutton
Building 201, A-Shift

SUPPORT SERVICES
Sandra Lofton
Building 30, A-Shift
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Support Care, 
MHT, CNA 
Appreciation 
Lunch

The Mississippi State Hospital Nursing 
Department hosted an appreciation lunch 
in Building 71 on Wednesday, June 11 to 
honor the incredible work of Support Care 
Professionals, Mental Health Technicians, 
and Certified Nursing Assistants across 
the MSH campus. SCP, MHT, and CNA 
Personnel were invited to take a well-
deserved break, enjoy a delicious lunch, 
and spend time together in a cheerful, 
relaxed atmosphere. The event featured 
colorful decorations, upbeat music, games, 
door prizes, and plenty of smiles! A big 
thank-you goes to those who organized 
the event for creating such an enjoyable 
celebration.

By: Kevin Walker

CNA & MHT Appreciation 2025
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On Friday, April 11, 2025, the rolling fairways 
of Whisper Lake Country Club in Madison 
served as the backdrop for a spirited day of 
camaraderie, competition, and community 
support during the 23rd Annual Farmer Jim 
Neal Golf Tournament. Hosted in benefit 
of Friends of Mississippi State Hospital 
(MSH), this year’s tournament once again 
demonstrated the power of partnership and 
purpose.

The event featured two full flights of golfers, 
with 16 teams teeing off in the morning 
and 18 in the afternoon. From the first 
swing to the final putt, the course was alive 
with laughter, friendly banter, and a shared 
commitment to making a difference in the 
lives of the individuals served by Mississippi 
State Hospital.

As the largest annual fundraiser for Friends 
of MSH, the tournament plays a critical role 
in supporting patient needs and enhancing 
therapeutic services throughout the 
hospital. Funds raised are used for initiatives 
such as personal care items, special outings, 
recreation equipment, and other quality-of-
life resources.

Throughout the day, Cura Hospitality 
generously provided meals for players and 
guests, serving breakfast, lunch, and dinner 
to ensure that everyone was well-fed and 
energized. The day concluded with a lively 
awards ceremony, hosted by MSH Director 
James G. “Bo” Chastain, who recognized 
the winning teams and congratulated 
participants who took home various hole 
contests and door prizes.

This year’s success would not have been 
possible without the support of our generous 
sponsors. Their continued investment in the 
mission of MSH reflects a shared vision of 

compassion, dignity, and care for some of 
Mississippi’s most vulnerable citizens.

Shelia Shows, Director of Volunteer Services, 
expressed her deep appreciation:

“We are grateful to everyone who 
participated in and contributed to the golf 
tournament this year. It takes the help of 
so many who are willing to go above and 
beyond to make it happen. It was truly a 
great day!”

As we look ahead to the future, the Farmer 
Jim Neal Golf Tournament remains not only 
a cherished tradition but a vital avenue for 
advancing the mission of Mississippi State 
Hospital. Events like these highlight the 
strength of our community partnerships 
and the unwavering support of individuals 
and organizations who believe in the value 
of mental health care and the dignity of 
every person served.

PLAYING 
WITH 
PURPOSE: 
The 23rd Annual 
Farmer Jim Neal 
Golf Tournament
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Thank You to the Neal Family, Sponsors, 
Donors, and Committee Members

TITLE SPONSOR
•  Bank Plus

PLATINUM SPONSOR
•  Cura Hospitality 

EAGLE SPONSOR
•  Mid South Rehab 

Services, Inc.

GOLF CART 
SPONSORS: 

•  Brandi’s Hope 
•  Community Services 

•  Brown and Root 
•  Mississippi Hospital 

Association 
•  Farm Bureau Insurance 
•  Engineering Resource 

Group, Inc. 
•  RWC

PAR SPONSORS: 
•  Bank of Yazoo 

•  BlueWater Architectural 
Products 

•  Codaray Construction
•  Hinds Behavioral 

Health Services
•  Specialty Heating 

Cooling, and Plumbing

BEVERAGE TENT 
SPONSORS: 

•  Brown Bottling Group 
•  Kathy and Doug Denton

•  Howard Industries

GIFT DONORS: 
•  Burgers, Blues, and BBQ 

of Brandon
•  Donna Brown
•  Buff City Soap

•  Frisco Deli
•  Grant’s Kitchen 

•  Lost Pizza of Flowood

•  Newk’s of Brandon
•  Rivers Greenhouse of 

Brandon
•  Sal and Mookie’s of 

Madison
•  Sheila Shows

•  Table 100

SPECIAL THANKS: 
•  Bank Plus  

•  Bank of Yazoo 
•  C-Spire 

•  Cowboy Maloney 
•  Cura Foods 

•  Amerigo 
•  Georgia Blue of Madison 
•  Mangia Bene Restaurant 

Group 
•  Revell Hardware of Pearl 

•  Sal and Phil’s
•  Whisper Lake Country 

Club

HONORARY 
CHAIRMEN: 

•  Anna Lauren Hatchett 
•  Tommy Bradley

CO-CHAIRS: 
•  Joel Ross 

•  Bo Chastain

COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS: 

•  Jeremy Allen 
•  Bill Bobbs 

•  Tommy Bradley 
•  Kathy Denton 

•  Tony Gomillion 
•  Anna Laura Hatchett 
•  Jonathan Robinson 

•  Sheila Shows
 •  Kyle Sisk 

•  Bobby Stephens 
•  Ray Wallace
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MSH 20+ Years of Service for May & June

SHARON A. WOODS: 35 YEARS
Direct Care Supervisor

Building 46, C-Shift

Sharon A. Woods serves as Direct Care Supervisor 
in IPS. She celebrated 35 years with Mississippi State 

Hospital in May. She lives in Jackson and attended 
Hinds Junior College and American College gaining 
certification as a Certified Medical Assistant. When 

asked “What do you see yourself doing in the future?” 
Woods replied, “Serving others and keeping focused 

on where I’ll be spending eternity. Heaven is my goal.” 
Her favorite quote comes from Philippians 4:13, “I can 

do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

SHANTAE LYNETTA 
RANSOM: 20 YEARS
Warehouse Team Lead
Warehouse, A-Shift
.
Shantae Lynetta Ransom 
serves as Warehouse Team 
Lead in Central Warehouse. 
She celebrated 20 years with 
Mississippi State Hospital in 
June.

NANCY B. DOTSON: 20 YEARS
Support Care Professional III

Building 202, A-Shift

Nancy B. Dotson served as Support Care 
Professional III in IS Direct Care. She celebrated 20 

years with Mississippi State Hospital in June.

DEENA S. MULLINS: 25 YEARS
Accountant II, Fiscal Services 
Building 21, A-Shift

Deena S. Mullins serves as Accountant II in Fiscal Services. 
She celebrated 25 years with Mississippi State Hospital in May. 
She lives in Harrisville, and is a graduate of West Union High 
School and the University of Southern Mississippi.
  

May 20+

June 20+

LATOYA A. DIXON: 
20 YEARS

Support Care Professional 
Team Lead

Building 33, A-Shift
.

Latoya A. Dixon 
serves as Support Care 

Professional Team Lead 
in JNH Direct Care. 

She celebrated 20 years 
with Mississippi State 

Hospital in June.
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MSH Day 2025 Brings Sunshine and Smiles to Campus

Under a canopy of clear skies and the 
warmth of the late spring sun, Mississippi 
State Hospital held its annual MSH Day 
celebration on Wednesday, May 21, 2025. 
Designed as a day of joy, connection, and 
community, this long-standing tradition 
brought together patients, residents, 
and staff across disciplines for a time of 
fellowship and fun.

From 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., MSH Park 
came alive with the sounds of music, 
laughter, and heartfelt celebration. 
Patients participated in a variety of games 
and interactive activities, ranging from 
carnival-style challenges to dancing and 
art stations. Staff members cheered them 
on, joined in the festivities, and helped 
ensure a positive and inclusive atmosphere 
for all.

The event was not only a chance to celebrate 
but also to recognize the talents of those 
within our care. A particularly memorable 
moment came when an MSH patient was 

honored as the winner of the 2025 MSH 
Day T-shirt Design Contest. This patient’s 
vibrant and meaningful artwork, which 
adorned each commemorative shirt worn 

In April we celebrated the hard-working 
Medical Lab Professionals here at 
Mississippi State Hospital. Lee Varner, 
Nursing Home Director/Hospital 
Administrator, reminds: “The WMSH 
Laboratory is very important to WMSH/
MSH/JNH. Results of labs are utilized 
to determine best course of treatment 
for patients and residents. The WMSH 
Laboratory processes over 2,000 labs on 
average each month in house.” Thank you, 
Lab Professionals, for the vital work that 
you do each day for MSH!

April 20-26 
Was Medical 
Laboratories 
Professionals 
Week
By: Kevin Walker

By: Kevin Walker
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that day, was unveiled  during a special 
ceremony held under the park gazebo. 
MSH Director James G. “Bo” Chastain 
presented the patient with a framed 
copy of the design, a commemorative 
t-shirt, and a cash prize as fellow 
patients and staff applauded this 
achievement.

Lunch was provided by Cura 
Hospitality, whose team served 
up freshly grilled hamburgers and 
sausage dogs, with the inviting aroma 
filling the park and adding to the 
festive cookout atmosphere.

Carla Dearman, Director of Support 
Services and Chair of the MSH Day 
Committee, reflected on the success 
of the day:

“From the smiles to the laughter, the 
dancing to the games, the patients and 
residents truly seemed to enjoy every 
moment. It was a day filled with joy 
and excitement, and we couldn’t have 
asked for a better outcome.”

The MSH Day 2025 committee 
included: Carla Dearman (Chairman), 
Julie Cox, Stacey Davis, Jenny Pittman, 
Amy Carruth, Sonya Myers, Angela 
Howell, and Sheila Shows. 

Their thoughtful planning and 
commitment to excellence ensured 
that every detail contributed to a day 
marked by dignity, celebration, and 
joy.

As one of the most anticipated 
events on the hospital calendar, MSH 
Day serves as a powerful reminder 
of the mission at the heart of 
Mississippi State Hospital: to provide 
compassionate, person-centered 
care that promotes recovery and 
community. Events like this reaffirm 
the value of human connection and 
the importance of celebrating every 
individual’s contributions, creativity, 
and potential.
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Mississippi State Hospital (MSH) marked 
a significant chapter in its educational 
mission with the first graduation ceremony 
of the MSH Psychiatry Residency Program, 
held Friday, June 20, 2025, at Table 100 in 
Flowood. This celebratory event honored 
the inaugural cohort of residents who have 
completed either the full four-year general 
psychiatry track or the three-year child 
and adolescent psychiatry track – each a 
product of years of vision, leadership, and 
collaboration.

The graduates of the four-year general 
psychiatry program received their diplomas 
and were recognized for their dedication to 
the field of mental health:

	 •	 Dr. Kirolos Adly, who will continue 
		  his training in the Forensic Psychiatry 
		  Fellowship Program at the University 
		  of Texas Medical Branch in 
		  Galveston, Texas

	 •	 Dr. Nick LaCivita, who will be 
		  relocating to Nashville, Tennessee

	 •	 Dr. Jon Sadler, who will begin the 
		  next phase of his career in New Jersey

Graduates of the three-year child and 
adolescent psychiatry track, who received 
certificates of completion, include:

	 •	 Dr. Zachary Robinson, who will join
	  	 the University of Tennessee Health 
		  Sciences Center’s Child and 
		  Adolescent Fellowship Program in 
		  Memphis, Tennessee

	 •	 Dr. Sarah Brannan, who has been 
		  accepted into the Icahn School of 
		  Medicine at Mount Sinai/NYC Health 
		  and Hospitals-Elmhurst’s Child and 
		  Adolescent Psychiatry training 
		  program in New York City

The ceremony welcomed incoming PGY-
1 residents (Class of 2029) and featured 
remarks from:

	 •	 Dr. John Norton, Program Director, 
		  MSH Psychiatry Residency Program

	 •	 Dr. Sal Dakhlalla, Associate Program 	
		  Director, MSH Psychiatry Residency 
		  Program

	 •	 Dr. Duncan Stone, Chief of the 		
		  Medical Staff, MSH

	 •	 James G. “Bo” Chastain, Hospital 
		  Director, MSH

In addition to honoring the graduates, the 
event included the presentation of several 
prestigious faculty and resident awards:

	 FACULTY AWARDS
	 •	 Didactic Teaching Faculty of the Year, 
		  Dr. Jon C. Jackson
	 •	 Clinical Teaching Faculty of the Year, 
		  Dr. Jon C. Jackson
	 •	 All Star Attending Award, 
		  Dr. Kevin Young
	 •	 Jon C. Jackson, MD, Excellence in 
		  Teaching Award, Dr. Kyle Cooper

	 RESIDENT AWARDS
	 •	 Junior Resident of the Year, 
	   	Dr. Tyler Menzies
	 •	 Outpatient Resident of the Year, 
	  	 Dr. Zachary Robinson

	 •	 2024 PRITE Award (highest global 
		  score on the Psychiatry Resident 
		  In-Training Exam), Dr. Mike 
		  DePasquale

	 •	 Robert Maddux, MD, Community 
		  Psychiatry and Advocacy Award, 
	  	 Dr. Tyler Menzies
	 •	 Chief Resident Award 
	  	 Dr. Zachary Robinson

A highlight of the event was the 
presentation of the James G. Chastain 
VISION Award, given to an individual who 
has made a transformative impact on the 
residency program through leadership, 
advocacy, or support. This year’s award 
was presented to U.S. Senator Cindy 
Hyde-Smith, recognizing her instrumental 
role in advancing mental health care and 
workforce development in Mississippi.

The MSH Psychiatry Residency Program 
was established to address the growing need 
for qualified mental health professionals 
across Mississippi. Its rigorous, hands-on 
training prepares physicians to meet the 
diverse challenges of modern psychiatric 
practice in both institutional and 
community-based settings.

Congratulations to the Class of 2025, the 
first graduates of this groundbreaking 
program. Their accomplishments mark the 
beginning of a legacy that will shape mental 
health care in Mississippi for generations to 
come.

By: Kevin Walker

A HISTORIC
MILESTONE: 
First Class Graduates from MSH 
Psychiatry Residency Program



17May Employees of the Month

Michael Adams has been named 
Mississippi State Hospital’s May Employee 
of the Month for Direct Care.

Adams resides in Jackson, and attended 
Provine High School and Hinds 
Community College. He serves in IPS as 
Support Care Team Lead. His favorite 
quote comes from Luke 6:31, “Do unto 
others as you would have them do unto 
you.”

“Mr. Mike is what I would describe as 
a super tuff cream puff,” it says in his 
nomination remarks. “He’s the equal and 
sum of loyalty… willing to go the extra 
mile.”

Rena Rideout has been named Mississippi 
State Hospital’s May Employee of the 
Month for Clinical Service.

Growing up in Columbia, Rideout 
now calls Jackson home. She attended 
East Marion High School, received her 
Bachelor of Social Work from Jackson 
State University, and her Master of Social 
Work from the University of Southern 
Mississippi. Rideout serves as Social Work 
Supervisor in Social Services. One of 
Rideout’s favorite quotes is “practice what 
you preach.” She says, “My parents taught 
me to treat people with the same kindness 
and respect that I would want for myself.”

 “She has the kindest spirit towards the 
residents that she serves. She has gone 
beyond her duties to make sure that their 
needs are addressed… she has done things 
that no other person would be willing 
to take on,” said Deena Mullins, who 
nominated Rideout.

Cara Renee Cumberland has been named 
Mississippi State Hospital’s May Employee 
of the Month for Support Services.

Cumberland grew up in Pearl and now 
lives in Raleigh. She attended Brandon 
Academy. She serves as Accreditation 
and Licensure Coordinator in SOD. Her 
favorite quote is “What people say about 
me is none of my business.”

“Renee is a very hard worker who gives 
her all to any project given to her. She 
cares greatly for the people we serve and 
is a champion for the direct care staff,” 
says Amy Womble, who nominated 
Cumberland.

MSH May Employees of Month

DIRECT CARE
Michael Adams
Building 45, B-Shift

CLINICAL SERVICE
Rena Rideout
Building 75, A-Shift

SUPPORT SERVICES
Cara Renee Cumberland
Building 67, A-Shift
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MSH June Employees of Month

Shanice Boone has been named Mississippi 
State Hospital’s June Employee of the 
Month for Direct Care.

Boone resides in Jackson, attended Forest 
Hill High School and Hinds Community 
College. She serves as Assistant Shift 
Leader in IPS. Her favorite quote comes 
from Serena Williams, “You have to believe 
in yourself when no one else does.”

“Shanice consistently goes above and 
beyond in providing compassionate 
and dedicated care to those she serves. 
Her kindness, professionalism, and 
commitment make a difference every 
single day,” says Randy Fortenberry, who 
nominated Boone.

Shawn Cagle has been named Mississippi 
State Hospital’s June Employee of the 
Month for Clinical Service.

Cagle resides in Pearl and is a graduate of 
Pearl High School. He serves as Vocational 
Training Instructor in Hobby Craft/
Horticulture Therapy. His favorite quote 
is “As long as a man can dream he can 
redeem his soul and fly.”

“Shawn Cagle has worked for MSH for 
36 years and has been a loyal, valuable 
employee. He has taught Horticulture 
and Hobby Crafts to many patients and 
residents. He has kept up the hospital’s 
Green House and managed to bring it back 
after the huge hail storm nearly destroyed it 
all. He is also responsible for the courtyard 
on B-79 and many plant/garden projects 
across campus,” said Cecilia Whitehurst, 
who nominated Cagle.

Cherita Abram has been named Mississippi 
State Hospital’s June Employee of the 
Month for Support Services.

Abram resides in Canton, and attended 
Murrah High School. She attended 
Jackson State University and Virginia 
College. She serves as Training Specialist 
II in Staff Education. Her favorite quote 
is Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.”

“Cherita Abram exemplifies the core 
values of being an exceptional employee 
of  Mississippi State Hospital,” says Ricky 
Luckett who nominated Abram, “Her 
greatest strengths are her teamwork that 
she shows every day and her commitment 
to making sure that everyone gets the 
proper training that they need to be 
successful here at the state hospital.”

DIRECT CARE
Shanice Boone
Building 23, A-Shift

CLINICAL SERVICE
Shawn Cagle
Building 79, A-Shift

SUPPORT SERVICES
Cherita Abram
Building 47, A-Shift



19MSH Service Award Recipients

Pictured L-R,  Deena Mullins, Kaya Karabelen, Jamie Odom, Mercedez Ramsey. Not Pictured Sharon Woods

Pictured L-R: Angela Howell, Rachel Long, Alexis Mangum, Shenia Lyons

May Service Award Recipients

April Service Award Recipients



20 MSH Service Award Recipients

APRIL MAY JUNE

NAME YRS NAME YRS NAME YRS

JALESA NICOLE CLAIBORNE
MICHAEL DARNELL MOORE
ALEXIS MICHELLE MANGUM
KATHRYN I WISE
SHENIA LUQUDIA LYONS
RACHEL MARIE LONG
ROBERT G RUSSELL
MARY A GREGG
DWAYNE C GREEN
MARYJANE ANGELA HOWELL

1
1
1
1
5

10
10
10
10
15

EDWARD CLAY THERRELL
AMBER NEKOLE TUCKER
GABRIEL DEVON EVANS
CHARLES X ZYBINON BROWN
REGINALD DONNELL BENNETT
MILDRED M JOHANSON
DARIA LEILANI LOVE
DESTINY ANGELIQUE CARDENAS
CINDY LOUISE CALABRESE
GEORGE A NELSON
MERCEDEZ SHUNTA RAMSEY
AMBER DAWN MOORE
GELSTON FERANDO MCCORNELL
MICHAEL EUGENE RAMAGE	
JAMIE LEIGH ODOM
ARLISHEA MIGNON DYSON
TYRONE  HAMILTON
TALIA PATTERSON BERRY
KAYA A KARABELEN
DEENA S. MULLINS
SHARON A. WOODS

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
5
5
5

10
25
35

KYLE P DUTIEL
HEATHER AMBER VILLARREAL
LUTHER JOSEPH WARD
CANDACE WYATT WICHT
KYLE JOSEPH COOPER
KANIESHAWA SYMONE KELLY
BIJOY SAM
JARVIS ONEAL FRANCIS
LAKENDRICK CHRISTOPHER ANDERSON
JUN PARAS JONES-BASTO
JOSEPH DARRELL EASTERLING
REBBECCA TEASLEY HUGHES
DETELLA RICKETTA SMITH BARRON
ANN S SIMS
DESTINY LEIGH HUDSON
BOBBY CAVETT
SHANTAE LYNETTE RANSOM
LATOYA A. DIXON
BELINDA HINTON DILLE
NANCY B. DOTSON

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

10
20
20
20
20

MSH Service Awards List April, May & June
Pictured L-R,  Amber Moore, Shantae Lynette Ransom, Latoya A. Dixon

June Service Award Recipients


